
Kennebec Bridges

A horse-drawn wagon passes the gatekeeper’s house on the new steel bridge,w in the early 1900s.

A vessel, the Della Collins, 
passes through the covered 
bridge’s turning draw.  The 

swinging section allowed vessels 
to pass upriver to Hallowell and 
Augusta.  A massive flood destroyed 
this bridge in 1896, and a steel bridge 
(below) was built to replace it.

The covered bridge with the steel turning draw open

Just three bridges have spanned 
the Kennebec River to Gardiner 
over the last 150 years.  This 

photograph shows the first 1853 
covered bridge with a steel swing 
section at its center.  Initially a toll 
bridge, the 899-foot-long structure 
between Pittston (now Randolph) 
and Gardiner was declared a free 
bridge in 1887.  The “Happy Event” 
was reported in the local paper 
(left).

Covered bridge

By the 1970s, through traffic hampered local traffic flow in downtown Gardiner, where Routes 9, 24, 126, 
and 201 intersected.  A new steel and concrete, high-level fixed bridge was built in 1978, about ¼ mile 
to the north.  The 1896 bridge was subsequently demolished.
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S ome residents of Randolph were dismayed when this bridge was being built in 1896 to replace the 
covered bridge.  During the brief period when the only transportation across the river was by ferry, 
a newspaper article noted that rum drinking and other vice had undergone a marked decline.  In 

this view, the gatekeeper’s cabin is clearly visible.


